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communities; moreover, the city inhabitants view each
other-with suspicion and lack of sympathy. The real
Bedouin looks with contempt upon the cultivator of the
land and regards it as a disgrace for a descendant of his
to intermarry with one of these toilers of the soil. A
still further sharp, dividing line and a source of disunity
is that drawn between the religious hierarchy and the
rest of the population. In the holy cities, we find the
leading centers of political, racial, and religious intrigue
in the Islamic world.
The Arab has a feeling of great self-complacency; he is
strikingly independent. This is due, in part, to the fact
that he is an excellent physical specimen. He knows that
only the strong can survive the exactions of the desert
and he rests content in his very existence. Mr. Lowell
Thomas quotes Col. T. E. Lawrence (Asia, August,
1920):—"We who have gone out to discover the meaning
of the desert have found only emptiness—nothing but
sand, wind, soil and empty space. The Bedouins leave
behind them every extraneous comfort and go to live in
the desert, in the very arms of starvation, that they may
be free. The desert exacts a price for its secret. It
makes the Bedouins entirely useless to their fellow men.
There has never been a Bedouin prophet. On the other
hand, there has never been a Semitic prophet who has
not, before preaching his message, gone into the desert
and caught from the desert dwellers a reflection of their
belief." The self-confidence of the Arab is also due to
a knowledge of, and a pride in, the brilliant traditions
of his race.
In view of all these factors, the result of different
environments, it is not surprising that the Arab and
Turk have consistently regarded each other as foreigners,
and with contempt. The Ottoman Government never had
any real hold over its Arab provinces. Outside of the
cities, its influence has been virtually nil. No attempt

